	Paradox
 http://www.netvert.biz/wordpower/paradox.htmlin Literature 
   
Paradox is generally understood as seemingly contradictory statement that may nonetheless be true! For instance, "Standing is more tiring than walking." Paradox exhibits inexplicable or contradictory aspects or it may be an assertion that is essentially self contradictory, though based on a valid deduction from acceptable premises.  

Paradox, in logic and mathematics, means an apparently contradictory  
conclusion derived from apparently valid premises. Many paradoxes prove to be based on false premises or arguments, or on incomplete presuppositions. Other paradoxes are more difficult to resolve, and their study has contributed to the development of modern mathematics. Semantic paradoxes depend on language structure, and the paradox is often used as a rhetorical device in epigrams and poetry.
. "I must be cruel to be kind". Shakespeare in Hamlet 

2. Million's description of God; "Dark with excessive bright thy skirts appear". 

3. "The sun itself is dark simulacrum and light is shadow of God" Sir Thomas Browne 

4. "Careless she is with artful care,  
Affecting to seem unaffected." _Congreve 

The second kind is more complex both in prose and poetry For instance there is paradox at the heart of Christian Faith that the world would be saved by failure. Notable example of structural form of paradoxical poetry  are found in The Will, Good Friday, Riding Westward and the sonnet. For instance; 

Death be not proud, though some have called thee, 
Mighty and dreadful, for, thou art not so.... 

Alexander Pope in his Essay On Man combines a general statement about the paradoxical condition of man and nature with a series of particular paradoxes. 

In doubt his Mind or Body to prefer  
Born but to die and reasoning but to err . . . 
Created half to rise and half to fall; 
Great lord of all things, yet a prey to all, 
Sole judge of Truth, in endless Error hurl'd: 
The glory, jest, and riddle of the world, 

In modern times Goerg Bernard Shaw, Bertrand Russell and few others including G. K. Chesterton are regarded the great spinners of paradoxes. Here are some pieces of with from Bertrand Russell (1872-1970), British philosopher 

1. In America everybody is of opinion that he has no social superiors, since all men are equal, but he does not admit that he has no social inferiors. 

2. Ethics is in origin the art of recommending to others the sacrifices required for cooperation with oneself. 
  

3. "The sun itself is dark simulacrum and light is shadow of God" Sir Thomas Browne 

4. "Careless she is with artful care,  
Affecting to seem unaffected." _Congreve 

The second kind is more complex both in prose and poetry For instance there is paradox at the heart of Christian Faith that the world would be saved by failure. Notable example of structural form of paradoxical poetry  are found in The Will, Good Friday, Riding Westward and the sonnet. For instance; 

Death be not proud, though some have called thee, 
Mighty and dreadful, for, thou art not so.... 

Polemic on the other hand means a controversial argument, especially one refuting or attacking a specific opinion or doctrine. A person engaged in or inclined to controversy, argument, or refutation can also be called a polemic.  
 
=====================================
The use of paradox in literature is made in different contexts; many variations can therefore, be found in the usage of paradox. Here are some of the interesting examples of paradox. 

· 1.A rich man is no richer than a beggar. ~ Anonymous

· 2. I'm nobody. ~ Anonymous

· 3.I'm a liar. How do you know if I'm telling the truth? ~ Anonymous

· 4.I can resist anything but temptation. ~ Oscar Wilde

· 5. Don't go near the water until you've learned to swim. ~ Anonymous

· 6.If a person says about himself that he always lies, is that the truth or a lie??? ~ Anonymous

· 7.The man who wrote such a stupid sentence cannot write at all. ~ Anonymous

· 8.Nobody goes to that restaurant, it's too crowded. ~ Anonymous

· 9.I know that I know nothing

· 10. Dark knows daylight http://www.buzzle.com/articles/examples-of-paradox-in-literature.html
Paradox: a statement whose two parts seem contradictory yet make sense with more thought. Christ used paradox in his teaching: "They have ears but hear not." Or in ordinary conversation, we might use a paradox, "Deep down he's really very shallow." Paradox attracts the reader's or the listener's attention and gives emphasis. 
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 ========================
Oxymoron is a rhetorical figure in which incongruous or contradictory terms are combined, as in 
a deafening silence and
 a mournful optimist
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