Charlotte Smith  : Elegiac Sonnets:

 To Night
I LOVE thee, mournful, sober-suited Night!
    When the faint moon, yet lingering in her wane,
And veil'd in clouds, with pale uncertain light
    Hangs o'er the waters of the restless main.
In deep depression sunk, the enfeebled mind
    Will to the deaf cold elements complain,
    And tell the embosom'd grief, however vain,
To sullen surges and the viewless wind.
Though no repose on thy dark breast I find,
    I still enjoy thee--cheerless as thou art;
    For in thy quiet gloom the exhausted heart
Is calm, though wretched; hopeless, yet resigned.
While to the winds and waves its sorrows given, 
May reach--though lost on earth--the ear of Heaven!

The rhyme scheme is  abab   cbbc   cddc   ee. 
                                                                     ( night, wane, light, main  
                                                                         mind, complain, vain, wind 

                                                                         find, art, heart, signed   

                                                                            given , heaven)
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Charlotte Smith: "To Night" 

Written in sonnet form.
The sonnet is placed in the theme of self and imagination for the reasons that the speaker of the sonnet has been placed under extreme distress and thus the nighttime becomes a time of solace, and peace.
Although the night is associated to be melancholic, it can oddly enough bring comfort. It is in the dark, quiet, gloom of the night that one can find solace. It is calm, and it provides a time of rest for your body, mind, and soul. 
The last lines are suggestive to a prayer:
“While to the winds and waves its sorrows given, / May reach – though lost on earth – the ear of Heaven!”
When someone has lost all hope in their life, they pray, hoping that their prayer reaches the ears of God, and thus “the ear of Heaven!”
So not only does the sonnet “To Night” deal with the self and imagination, but it also has a subtle dealing with religion.
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The Rhyme: ' But the clarities of the sonnet are qualified by a wandering and confused rhyme scheme: is   abab   cbbc   cddc   ee ….'  See Page 106 :

http://books.google.com.kw/books?id=dBhOuQebKfYC&pg=PA106&lpg=PA106&dq=to+night+by+charlotte+smith+rhyme&source=bl&ots=iZCbkTW-IX&sig=qhQtpqZq_EKYHBEglJ0o_556nIY&hl=ar&sa=X&ei=BkhDT-OIFOnC0QX1xaSPDw&ved=0CCEQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=true
http://books.google.com.kw/books?id=dBhOuQebKfYC&pg=PA106&lpg=PA106&dq=to+night+by+charlotte+smith+rhyme&source=bl&ots=iZCbkTW-IX&sig=qhQtpqZq_EKYHBEglJ0o_556nIY&hl=ar&sa=X&ei=BkhDT-OIFOnC0QX1xaSPDw&ved=0CCEQ6AEwAA#v=onepage&q&f=true
2. Charlotte Smith  ' To Sleep'



Come balmy Sleep! tired Nature's soft resort! 

On these sad temples all thy poppies shed; 

And bid gay dreams from Morpheus' airy court, 

Float in light vision round my aching head! 

Secure of all thy blessings, partial Power! 

On his hard bed the peasant throws him down; 

And the poor sea boy, in the rudest hour, 

Enjoys thee more than he who wears a crown. 

Clasped in her faithful shepherd's guardian arms, 

Well may the village girl sweet slumbers prove, 

And they, O gentle Sleep! still taste thy charms, 

Who wake to labor, liberty and love. 

But still thy opiate aid dost thou deny 

To calm the anxious breast; to close the streaming eye. 

http://www.sonnets.org/smith.htm#080
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Charlotte Smith: "To Sleep" 

Kelley Lonergan - Waldo - 1H

To Sleep

o"Written in 1784 by Charlotte Smith
o Page 40 in Norton Volume D
o Theme: Self and Imagination
        o In Romantic period—the self becomes prime focal point
        o Growth of economic self-reliance
        o Introduction of doubt, loneliness
        o Even though given a concept of “self” – still feel as if trapped
        o Madness is evident '

o Poem from the Elegiac Sonnets
        Sonnet form: 14 lines, Shakespearean Sonnet The Rhyme Scheme is    abab   cdcd  efef  gg .
o

 "Sonnet as a “medium of mournful feeling”
o Speaker of poem begs for sleep, but keeps awake
        o Not able to turn off mind
        o Does not have the luxury of exhaustion that the peasant has
o Self-awareness so strong and daunting even the “opiate aid” does not give relief. Ln 13.
o Sleep as metaphor for death
         o Speaker asks sleep “to calm the anxious breast; to close the streaming eye.” Ln 14
         o Cannot escape the self except through death"
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